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Abstract:

In this paper I examine various sociologies of the future. I argue that one future, of global climate change, is
now exceptionally significant. This future is based upon certain sociological presumptions and thus
sociology is central to its emerging contours and to its analysis. I examine one aspect of such a future, the
role of travel and especially automobility within this emerging dystopia. I use some formulations from
complexity theory to examine what might constitute an alternative to global heating and the scenario of
'tribal trading'. It is suggested that one feasible alternative is a 'digital panopticon' and I examine some small
changes that might tip the system to such a post-automobility system. But there is no free lunch here. It is
argued that the world may be torn between two bleak scenarios as a consequence of the twentieth century's
exceptional degree of resource use, between a Hobbesian war of all against all and an Orwellian digital
panopticon. The twentieth century would seem to be reaping its bitter revenge.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-4446.2008.00193.x   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Human Conflict/Displacement, Unspecified Exposure, Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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